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The 105th Session of the Interna onal Labour Conference,
Geneva-Switzerland, 30 May- 12 June 2016

Speech by Mohammad Otaredian, (Mr.)

Employers’ Delegate, President of the “Iranian Confederation
of Employers' Associations” (ICEA)

Mr. President, distinguished delegates,

Thank you for the opportunity to share our views on this
human target theme, “Ending Poverty”.

The issue of “poverty eradication” has been on the agenda of
governments for most of the post-war period. But renewed

a en on was triggered in the year 2000, when 189 countries

formulated eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and
specified poverty — defined as those people living on less than a
dollar a day - by the year 2015, as their prime goal (MDG1).

At the end of the 2015 deadline set for reaching the
millennium development goals, it was widely acknowledged
that many countries are not on track to meeting the goals, and
many nations have fallen behind. In spite of all the gains,
inequalities persisted and progress has been uneven.
Therefore, the UN “2030 Agenda” for Sustainable
Development and its set of Sustainable Development Goals
have been committed, “to build upon the achievements of the
Millennium Development Goals and seek to address their
unfinished business”. Now, attention turns to the arduous task
of implementing this universal “2030 Agenda”.

Ladies and gentlemen,

There can be no denying that poverty is the key problem of our
times, and it is a political problem. Every study of poverty over
the past century demonstrated, incontrovertibly, that the poor
are not to blame for their poverty but have it forced upon
them by circumstances — specifically no job, no or low income,
ill health or homelessness. They are the socially and
economically excluded, while the poor and ill-conditioned
people must be considered as an untapped resource for future
economic growth and development.

In this respect, ladies and gentlemen, | wish to underscore 2
points:

First: Governments’ inability to combat financial corruption, tax
evasion, debt and loan conditionality and weakness of health
care and educational systems caused the persistent of poverty.
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processes and performance in highly complex and diverse
organizational structures. Ultimately, it means ensuring the
“2030 Agenda” have the impact they were designed for —
inclusive and sustained economic growth, shared
prosperity and decent work for all, taking into account
different levels of national development and capacities”.

v" The third work stream is to endeavor to raise the capacity
of State, business and civil society to implement this UN
“2030 Agenda”, by enhancing training and other capacity-
building activities. In this respect, it is, indeed, important
not to underestimate the international business operations
of SMEs: middle-ranking companies have long been very
active at international level. And it is precisely these
companies that need support and assistance.

Within these three work streams, the Office may need to

establish a steering group, with topic-specific designated

working groups to support development of national plans of
action on the implementation of the “2030 Agenda”, to
promote the dissemination and implementation of the

Sustainable Development targets.

Distinguished participants,

Implementation efforts in one area inform efforts elsewhere.

Tools and experiences in one country or region of the world,

should be shared with other countries and regions and feed

capacity-building efforts, so that efforts will not be fragment.

As the Office continues its journey, it will need to find—and

forge—a sustainable path toward the proper execution of the

“2030 Agenda”. Intensifying its international cooperation and

working with interested donors and recipients to allocate

increased shares of ODA (OEDC's official development
assistance) may also bring about positive results in alleviating
poverty.

Mr. President, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen.

| thank you all for your attention.
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According to the “London Conference on Anti-Corruption”
in May, global corrup on costs 2 trillion dollar annually,
the enormous amount of money that could spend on
poverty elimination programs. Little thought is required
to recognize that many people have been left behind by
financial corruption. Fraud and corruption should be
rooted out with tighter controls over existing programs.
And, Second: As an internationally-recognized principle,
sustainable development could not be achieved by
governments alone , requiring the active participation of
all sectors of society. In this respect, business and industry
play a crucial role in the social economic development of
countries in increasing prosperity and innovations to
address the challenges. Hence, improving the countries'
dismal investment climate is crucial for the nations'
development and poverty eradication.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The “2030 Agenda” is comprehensive, ambitious,

complex and demanding. It was consciously designed as a

framework for the transformation of the process of global

development. No credible transformative agenda could
be simple or unchallenging, which requires innovative
new thinking and action.

As the Director-General rightly pointed out, the

responsibility of the ILO and its constituents in the

implementa on of the United Na ons “2030 Agenda for

Sustainable Development” derives not only from its

historically mandated responsibilities but also from very

contemporary realities.

We believe the effectiveness of the Office’s efforts will be

significantly dependent on its own technical capacity, in

providing support to member States in developing their
own capacities in order to be engaged substantively in the
framework of implementa on of the 17 targets, among
others, “Ending Poverty”, incorporated into that global

Agenda.

As to the ILO’s role, we believe, the following work

streams can be considered, by the Office:

v' The first work stream is dissemination. It is urgent,
because there is still limited awareness of this
universal “2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development”, amongst the very stakeholders who
are required to implement them. To raise awareness
among thousands of actors — spanning the business
community, government circles, trade unions, and
local and international civil society -- is an enormous
challenge.

v The second work stream is promoting the effective
implementation of the “2030 Agenda”. This is
essential if we are to go from the Agenda on paper to
practice on the ground. Implementation means states,
in association with businesses, trade unions, and civil
society groups around the world taking effective
measures to meet the indispensable requirements of
the sustainable development, in scores of countries. It
means applying the requirements in policies,
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